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NEWSLETTER 

July 2020 

 

Dear HOS Members, 

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY! 

  

I hope that all of you continue to be well and healthy, as we continue to 

navigate the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

I am sure that you have heard and seen the attacks and deface of historical 
statues related to Columbus, Father Serra, etc... on the news and press.  Here 
are some reasons published by The Hispanic Council to be cognizant of our 
history: 



 10 reasons to vindicate the Hispanic 
cultural heritage of the United States  
1. The history of the United States cannot be understood without the Hispanic 
contribution. More than 500 years of Hispanic presence have established an indelible 
legacy that forms part of the current identity of the United States.  
 
2. Spain was the country that protected Native Americans the most. It is undeniable 
that there was excess and violence at times, which the Spanish authorities persecuted 
and condemned, but Spain was the first country, since 1512, to promote laws that 
protected the natives, who had the same rights and duties as all Spaniards.  
 
3. The blend of cultures, a key factor in the development of the Hispanic culture. 
Unlike other countries, if there was one thing that differentiated the Spanish model in 
America, it was the policy of integration and cultural mixture.  
 
4. Many cities in the United States have a Hispanic origin. Cities such as Los Angeles, 
San Diego, San Antonio, or San Francisco cannot be imagined without their rich 
Hispanic cultural legacy, which is essential to understand their history and identity.  
 
5. The Hispanic heritage is present in the symbols of the United States. The flags of 
many states and cities, as well as their coats of arms, have their origin in the country's 
Spanish and Hispanic heritage.  
 
6. From the dollar to the cowboy. Essential elements of U.S. culture are of Hispanic 
origin, showing the close relationship between the two cultures.  
 
7. Spanish is the second most spoken language in the United States. Spanish was the 
first non-native language spoken in U.S. territory since the arrival of Ponce de León in 
Florida in 1513. Since then, it has been spoken from generation to generation by 
millions of people in the United States.  
 
8. Spain and Hispanics played an essential role in U.S. independence. Spanish figures 
such as Bernardo de Gálvez, Fernando de Leyba and Diego de Gardoqui contributed in 
an essential way to the independence of the United States, as well as thousands of 
Hispanic soldiers.  
 
9. Judging history by today's social and cultural parameters is a mistake. Each era has 
its own social, cultural, and ethical contexts that are necessary to recognize in order to 
assess the past accurately. Not doing so leads to historical manipulation.  
 



10. Spain's contribution to America is worth vindicating for all the cultural, social, 
linguistic, institutional, and demographic legacy it generated. Spain, with its lights and 
shadows, promoted the Hispanic culture that today forms part of the identity of 
millions of people on both sides of the Atlantic.  
The HOS cottage (casita) continues being closed to the public.  In our last 
House of Pacific Relations (HPR) delegates meeting it was decided that 
cottages and Lawn programs will continue to be closed indefinitely until the 
City of San Diego gives us the go ahead to open.   
None the less, HOS Board of Directors (BOD) continue working to maintain 

our organization active, by continuing doing the work that it requires. Also, 

the BOD continues having our monthly meeting through video conferences 

via ZOOM.   

I will keep you posted regarding the re-opening of House of Spain. 

  

I encourage you to contact us if you’d like to volunteer to help others during 

this difficult time. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to us at contact@houseofspainsd.org   

anytime. 

  

I sincerely thank you for your support and membership, 

Stay healthy, Salud!  

Jesus  
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